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HDQRS. MILITARY DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI,
Vick.sburg, Miss., May 29, ISGr Maj. Gen. C. C. WASHBURN,
Comdg. District of West Tennessee, Memphis, lenn.: GENERAL : I am instructed by the commanding general to knowledge the receipt of the communication of Lieutenant-Cole Stibbs, commanding detachment of Twelfth Iowa at the mouth White River, together with your indorsement thereon, and to infc you in reply that the force sent to the mouth of the White River ^ intended as a guard at that place, and in sufficient force to act agai small parties of guerrillas in that neighborhood if they should hit to harass the transports carrying troops and supplies* that had b ordered to General  Steele.     On learning  from Captain Pricl that the troops and supplies were passing up without molestati and that White River was sufficiently patrolled by gun-boats, ore were given to reduce the force at the mouth of White River. Very respectfully, vour obedient servant,
JOHN F. S. GRAY, Captain, Assistant Adjutant-Genera
HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, U. S. COLORED TROOPS,
Vicksburg, Miss., May 29, 186.
Col. A. W. WEBBER,
Commanding U. S. Forces, Goodrich's Landing, &c.:
COLONEL : By direction of the general commanding I inclose h< with copy of Special Orders, No. 43, of this date, directing Cole Wood's command to proceed to Milliken's Bend, La., the post Lake Providence to be evacuated, and the Fifty-first and Sixty-si Regiments U. S, Colored Infantry concentrated at Goodriclfs La ing under your command.
That portion of the Fifty-first Regiment U. S. Colored Iiifan at Milliken's Bend will not, however, be ordered to Goodrich's La ing until Colonel Wood reports that he no longer requires tl services for perfecting the works at that place. The detail of t ordered from Battery D? Second Regiment U. S. Colored Artill (light), will be directed to report to Colonel Wood without del He takes with him from this place the section of artillery. 1 will have entire control of the post and defenses at Goodriclr s La ing, and will report all military operations direct to district he qxiarters, sending only monthly and tri-monthly returns and r mental official papers through these headquarters.
I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obed: servant,
SAML. B. FERGUSON, Assistant Adjutant-Genera
[Inelosure.]
SPECIAL ORDERS, ) HDQRS. IST Div., U. S. COLORED TROOPS, No. 43.         j                      Vicksburg, Miss., May 29, 186-
#*###**
it
IV. The post of Lake Providence,  La., will be evacuated that portion of the works which would be of service to the ene to" guard your camps. General ISTickerson, commanding General GroveVs division, is directed to hold the remainder of his division in readiness to re-enforce you.
